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M6 CANNING 
AND THE. „„ 


6 rr 


Cauntrymen, | and Fellow Subjects / ; 


TT HERE attempt to entertain one and all 
of you, without Exception, with a Free, 


= Impartial, and conſequently Unprejudiced 
Account of this much ado-about nothing Story 


of theſe two noted Heroines, CN NIN G and 
the Gyesey ; that fo (if poſſible) I may prove 
able to irradicate all thoſe Enemies to Truth, 
that are at preſent hatch'd in the Minds of 


many Thouſands of the Inhabitants of this 
Metropolis: I truſt then, that, upon taking this 
Pamphlet into your Hands, you will baniſh Pre- 


judice from your Breaſts ; and then I make no 
doubt, but that, upon a ſerious and well-di- - 


geſted Examination of the Contents, you will 
one and all, without Exception, think as I do, in 


this ſeemingly myſterious Affair; which, I verily 
| 1 A believe, 
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| believe, its Like id not upon Record in the An- 


nals of this, or any other Nation. Obſerve, 

however, I don't addreſs myſelf, upon any Con- 

ſideration, to thoſe Set of Gentry term'd the 
Mobb, by reaſon they are a Species beyond the 
Strength. of .my Abilities to reclaim ; my Ad- 
dreſs is confined to the wiſe, ſober, and inof- 

fenſive Part of my Fellow-Subjects. 


I ſhall introduce this Subject with a brief 
Definition of N and its diſmal Effects. 


1 is a W of al the ex- 
cellent Endowments of the Mind; and, from 
whatever Quarter it proceeds, it not only hurts 
Individuals, but the Community in general : 
It darkens the Reaſon, and thereby prevents it 
from beholding the Truth, notwithſtanding. 
wrote in the largeſt Characters. This grand 
Evil forces the Underſtanding to yield Obe- 
dience to its beggarly and laviſh Servitude : 


It diveſts the Man of thoſe noble and ſublime 
Endowments, which not only place him in a 


Sphere infinitely above all the other Species of 


the fublunary Creation, but which likewiſe 
renders him but a Feds inferior to thoſe ce- 
leſtial Beings, of whom the Sacred Records 
make mention: It raiſes itſelf up in Oppoſi- 


tion to every good and praiſe-worthy Deſign : 


It tramples upon Truth, and is in League with 
Errors and Falſities: This is the deformed 
Tagged Slut, that cauſes fo inany. Heats: and 
” 45 Animoſities, 


PD 


Animoſities, more or leſs, in all Countries and "I 


Cities, to the great Diſgrace of that Reaſon- 
able Creature called Man ! But 4 more | flas 
grant Initance of its Dominion is not upon Re- 


cord, than what is to be ſeen and met with 


in this Story of Canning and the old Woman 
called Gyp/ey : This Truth, I hope, I ſhall be 
able to clear, up in ſuch a Manner as to give 

my Candid. Reader all the Satisfaction that the 
Circumſtadce and Nature of the Thing will 
admit of, without the leaſt Tincture of Par- 
tiality or Prejudice to either Party, as being an 
entire Stranger to all of them; even ſo much 
ſo, that. I could know none of them, in caſe 
L was to meet them in the Public Streets, 


This is a Cir peculiarly. Aiftinguiſhed: b ws 


Providence from all the other Mettopolis's in 


Chriſtendom, for its Wealth, its Plenty, and 
many other Bleflings too tedious to relate: Its 
Commerce is univerſal, ſpreading its lovely and 
delightful Branches over all the ſcattered Parts 
of the habitable Globe; and, like the glorious 
Sun, diffuſing its warm and gentle Rays upon 
every Indiyidual without Exception ; upon the 


Grcez, the Barbarian, the Jew, and Scythian : 
But, las that great and meritorious Character, 


which extends itſelf to the remoteſt Parts of 
the Earth, begins apparently to loſe its AIP 
and Ee at home. 
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1 his i 18 4 junchire whes aides Commotions 
are in the Embryo ; but, that they may not 
blaze forth into fuch aF lame as to exceed their 
proper 17 s * fincere and hearty Re- 
queſt. n 


Inteſunge Broils have enden more to the 
ade dot and utter Ruin of a State, than all 
the Threats, Stratagems and Force of an open 
and avowed Enemy. Whoever have read, 
with Judgment and Attention, the Hiſtory of 
the Jews, from their Origin to the Deſtruction 
of their City by Yeſpafian; the Hiſtory of the 
Medes and Parking ; together with that of the 
Greeks and Romans; will find, that through 
all thoſe extenſive Scenes of Blood and Rapine, 
which they were engaged in, and which extin- 
f Ban them one after another, their Home 
iviſions proved the Bane of all. BY. 


1 ad J once Meng this Ade of a 
worthy Roman to his two Sons, when on his 
Death Bed: He called them to him, and or- 
dered one of them to bring | him a Bunch of 
Twigs, which, when brought, he deſired him to 
endeavour to break them, high neither he nor 
his Brother could effect: Then, ſays the dying 
Parent, try to break one ſingle Twig; whicheach 
of them performed with Eaſe: Upon vhich the 
Father of the Youths made this very beautiful 
and nervous Kemark : "Why, N he, while 


2 yan 


(5) 
you two continue in Unity an and Concord, 
cannot be hurt; but if you quarrel and ide 
between yourſelves, you will be as eaſily broke 
and undone as this fingſe Twig 1 _ OOO 


Be pleaſecd to _ an Eye upon the ben 
Scene of Action in this City in particular : Be- 
hold what great Inſults and Indignities are caſt 
upon ſome of thoſe honourable and meritori- 
ous Gentlemen, who are the Guardians there- 
of ! What Depredations are committed upon 
their Liberties'and Dignities ! I could inftance 
many at this Juncture; but ſhall confine my- 

elf to a few, which T ſhall take Notice of in 

xeir proper Places, and ſhall begin to treat 
upon WHAC the Introduction of ny” Book t men. 
an eee, 

The uncommon 0 hack Don — 
Trial of Miſs Canning and the Gypfey, has 
tranſpired a ſecond Time to divert the Public; 
as Knowing that, Natura bominum eft Avida 
| Novitatis, (the Nature of Man is defirous of 
News; ;) for if there was nothing to divert the 
Mind, it would be eternally rampling into un- 
nor and dangerous Regions; therefore, 
whatever Subject is advanced to cauſe Specu- 
lation and Reflection, is of the greateſt Benefit 
to the Mind, by keeping and preſerving it in 
its own healthy and delightful Region. I am 
afraid, however, that this odd Scene has cauſed 


the Contamination of f many Minds. 
N N +I 


This 


 DOY 
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> This "Hudibraſtical Affair Sa 3 a greater 
8 Stir and Buſtle in this Metropolis in 


particular, and all over the Kingdom in ge- 
neral, than that Affair of Priam's Son, Paris, 
carrying Hellen of Greece to Troy; which 


occaſioned a ten Years. bloody and doubtful 
War, and which ended at laſt in the utter 
Extirpation of Priam's Family and City, tho 


not without great Loſs to the Greeks: alſo. 


The long Continuance of this obſtinate and 


bloody War, kindled by the Intrigues of an 
adulterous Whore, and a young Amouriſt, who 
had formerly been a Shepherd upon Mount 
Ida, made the virtuous Penelope to breathe 
forth her Reſentment for the Abſence of her 
Lord, in theſe Words, Vix Priamus tanti tota- 
que 7 rotja fuit; ſo ſay 1 concerning this Affair 
upon the Carpet, that the Subjects thereof 
were ſcarce worth ſo much Trouble and Ex- 


pence as they have cauſed; however, I truſt 1 it 
will not cauſe ſo much Bloodſhed, though it 


has proved the Occaſion of a great TY of 


bad Blood, and: is likely to cauſe more. As to 

this ſeemingly. myſterious. Affair of Miſs Cam: 
ning and the Gypſey, two able Gentlemen, to 
wit, a Juſtice and a Phyſician, have treated 
thereupon. pro and cen ſome Time ago; but 
which of them have been in the right, or Who 


in the wrong; 1 will not take upon me to 


judge; but from the late Sentence of th 
= and. Verdict. of. the Jury, at the O 
| ds 


1 (5) 

Bailey; upon whoſe Capacities and Veracities 
hy a very great Streſs, believing their whole 
Proceedings to have been carried on with the 
greateſt ' Impartiality and without "Prejudice; 
notwithſtanding what has been, is, or may be 
advanced to the contrary, by partial and preju- 
diced People, who will credit nothing that 
2222 their vain and * Notions. 0 


As to my own Piet; I will not us: to radar e 
| of another Perſon's Opinion, but Iwill venture 
to riſque my own at my own Hazard; and | 
then in caſe I am wrong, I can hurt hone fave | 
myſelf, by Reaſon, I refer the Belief or not 1 
Belief, of ia I ſhall inſert, to the Candour and ff 
Diſcretion of my Reader. 
As to my private Opinion of Mis Canine, 1 
(againſt whom I have not the leaſt Prejudice, 
nor any Proſpect of Intereſt in oppoſing her 
Story, further than to clear up the Truth, and 
to degrade Inconſiſtencies,) I eſteem her | 
through all the crooked Paths of her Account to — 
be a very great Impoſtor; and if any one with | 
whom 1 ever happened to converſe upon this = 
Subject ſhall ſay, that I varied in any Point of = 
Argument from this my Belief, I am willing to | 
4 ſuffer any Puniſhment, that Scandalum Mag- 
natum can inflict. Indeed I muſt confeſs I have 
met with a great many ſtrong-headed, (tho I j 
dare not in Juſtice ſay ſound-headed) Oppoſers 
| of this wy Opinion; yea, ſome of thoſe with | 
whom ; | 


(8) 
whom 1 have been obliged to encounter. upon 


this Topic, (ſeeing it engroſſes all Converſation) 
have ſhewn themſelves ſo plainly partial as to 
tell me, that if I talked againſt her, I muſt not 
rank myſelf amongſt their Society; (pretty 
Fellows . !) that a Man muſt facrifice his 
Reaſon, Common Senſe, and even his very 
Canſcience, to indulge their Ignorance and pre- 
judice-Concomitants. No verily, theſe Genti 
might have, faved themſelves the Trouble of 
fach a Speech, ſeeing I always have, and I 
hope always ſhall, avoid aſſociating myſelf with 
partial and prejudiced Men, who deſtroy them- 
ſelves with their own Weapons; for when 
cool and fair arguing is changed into Raill 


it is a plain Demonſtration of the Badneſs of 
the Cauſe. | 


I ſhall now proceed to give my candid 
Reader as clear a Light into this myſterious 


and ſingular Affair as my page — can 
reach to. 


11 very well remember to have read an Ad- 
vertiſement, publiſhed by Betty Canning s Mo- 
ther at the Time when ſhe was miſſing (as 
ſhe pretends to ſay ;) and in one Paragr aph 
thereof ſhe ſays ons was ſubject to Fits, (hs I 
have heard of none that ſhe has had ever nee 
that Time.) 


Now, 


— 


Nov, in the firſt Place, is this à Story co 
herent with Nature, Reaſon, or even Coram 4 
Senſe, to believe, that theſe Fellows, who ſne 
ſays robb'd her by Moorfields, ſhould, inſtead of 

flying for their Safety from the Vengeance of 
offended Juſtice,” take upon them the unne- 
ceſſary and unprofitable Trouble of carrying 
her ten or twelve Miles in the ſilent Watches 
of the Night, in one of the moſt public Roads 

in England, and thereby run the Riſque of be- 
ing taken and hang d! Self- preſervation is the 
firſt and ſtrongeſt Principle in the Law of Na- 
ture, even in the vegetable and ſenſitive Part, | 
and infinitely more ſo in the reaſonable Specie; | 
this therefore appears to me to be an Abſurdity, 9 
and falſe in Fact. As to the Manner how they 
carried her, I cannot reſolve, without they took 
it by Spells, as the Sailors term it, or had Pa- 
colet's inchanted Horſe to carry them thro the 
Air; however, be that as it will, ſhe was con- 
vey' d ſafely to a Houſe without the leaſt Vio- 1 
lence offer d to her Virtue. What came of her _ 
Guardians that convey d her there ſhe is at a 1 


. Loſs to know, and ſo is every body elſe! No 
ſooner had ſhe made her Entry into this in- | 
_ chanted Caſtle, but an old and very remarkable ; 
Gipſy accoſted her in theſe Words, Will you be | 
one of us? Which Miſs ſuperficially refuſe, 1 
knowing the Meaning thereof, as being no No- Y 
vice in Intrigue. Upon this Denial, the old | 

Woman * her Stays off, and immediately 

- B | packs 


tuous Miſs before ſhe was robb'd: 


(19) 


packs ber into a Room where there was Un 
little Furniture, and a ſmall Quantity of that 


kind of Nouriſhment where with the honeſt old 

Patriarchs were fed of old, to wit, Bread and 
Water, Proviſion that Miſs was not accuſtom'd 
to ſwallow. Here Miſs continued for the Space 


of twenty-eight Days, in a retired and melan- 


choly Situation to be ſure, as being deprived of 
the Light of the Sun by Day, and the Moon 
and Stars by Night; but in this her great Di- 
ſtreſs ſhe was bleſt with one Advantage, and a 
very remarkable one it was too, as being under 
Mother Welles Roof, not one Soul, either Man, 
Woman, or Child, ever propoſed to her any 
Temptations to Sin, by proſtituting her delicate 
Body to the Embraces of any dirty Fellow who 
might have call'd at Mrs. Wells's Houſe, in queſt 
of a Bit of forbidden Fruit; nay, fo far the Re- 
verſe, that none of them had the Manners ſo 
much as to call and aſk her how ſhe did during 


the whole Lunar Month ! A plain Indication 


of the Falſity of this Afertion ! Now it ſeems 


that this Bread and Water was provided for vir- 
there muſt 
be a Deſtiny in this ſure! and that the exact 
Quantity of Stores were laid in, no more nor no 
leſs; fo that her Allowance was as exactly and 


uniformly carv'd out as a poor Tar's Proviſion 
is between the Purſer and Cooper of a King's 
Ship, which is commonly ſcanty Allowance z 
and I dare n that if a Jack Tar had been in 


Canning s 


(11) 
Canning's pretended Priſon, he would have frank 


his Way out ſooner and eaſier than ſometimes . 


he does at a Gun Port, rather than he ſhould 
have lived upon Patriarchial Food fo long as 
ſhe far ys ſhe ag Now when this Maid's Cruce 

of Ol and Barrel of Flour fail'd, then \ 


came a Plenty in the Land, then. her fertile 
Brains contrivd a Way to Freedom, and the 


Road back to her poor diſconſolate Mother 
9 Prepoſterous! 3 


I ſhall in the next Place put a top Queries 
to Mifs Canning's Friends, which I hope they 


will canyaſs N 1p and e 
out Pre udice. 


85 iſt. What ſubſtantial Reaſons could 


a the ever aſſign for not getting out ſooner? 


. 2dly. Could ſhe not have ns her Eſcape 
the very next Day with as great Eaſe and Safety, 
and with more Vigour, as having lived well 
the Day before with her Friends, whom ſhe 
went to viſit, than at the Expiration of the 
twenty-eight Da ys, when her Food and Lodg- 
ing muſt have 8 her to a very weak and 
incapable State, both of Body and Mind, ſee- 
ing it is my Belief, that When the Body is re- 
duced by ill Treatment, the Mind is propor- 
tionally affected and flatten d thereby, and pre- 
vented from exerciſing thoſe 0 Sallies which 
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it enjoys when they are united in Vigour and 
Harmony. N r YNO 
-2dly. What could be the Gypſey's Motives 
for ſtripping off her Stays, confining her, and 
keeping her ſo long upon Bread and Water? If 
they had intended her Death, ſurely the preſent 
Opportunity, the very Hour wherein ſhe en- 
ter'd the Houſe, would have been the only, nay 
propereſt Occaſion for perpetrating their Vil 
lainy. If they intended to debauch her, ſure 
they muſt have been Ignoramus's in their Trade, 
ſeeing Confinement and hard Uſage were the 
worſt Methods they could have invented to 
have gain'd her over to their Purpoſe. No, they. 
ſhould have indulged her with fair Promiles at 
leaſt; often importun'd her in cafe they found 
her refractory ; given her a Share of the good 
Things they enjoy'd ; and inſtead of ſtripping - 
off her Stays, they ſhould have cloathed her in 
an elegant Manner from Stem to Stern, as Ma» 
riners term it, and they could but have had re- 
courſe to ill Treatment at laſt; but no ſuch 
Thing ever happened here: This is another 
Abſurdity. RES. $0 HS: 2 8 


_ 4thly. Who can prove whether ſhe ever was 
there, only from her own and Virtue Hall's 
Evidences, one of whom recanted, and ſhe. 
herſelf probably will in Time, 


There 


(9 
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There: are 3 * :nconteſtible Proofs 


of the G pſy Woman's being at Abbotſbury, at- 
the very Time when Canning charges her with 


ſtripping off her Stays; and Fortunatus and his 


Wife ſwear that they lodg d in that Room, 
where (he ſwears ſhe was confin'd, for ſome 


Weeks before, and that whole Month that ſhe 


pretends to be there. Now, on the contrary, 


not one of her Evidences can prove where ſhe: 


was, only ſhe muſt” be there, becauſe. they: 
would have it ſo. . Falſe: Reaſoning indeed |. 


I cannot underſtand how they ſhould know | 


where ſhe Was, when, according to her own. 
Account, ſhe could neither ſee nor be ſeen. 1 
have heard ſay, that there was a certain Gen- 


tleman of Fortune in Mother els Houſe, - 
along with his Doxy, when Miſs was brought: 
in, but would take no Notice of this Tranſ- 


action, fearing his Lady and Family ſhould be 
acquainted with his Conduct, and thereby 


cauſe a Diviſion in his Family; but rather than 
the Truth ſhould be longer hid, he would run 


all Riſques to clear this Girl's s Innocency. If 


this Story had been true, it had been a 3 | 


rous and praiſe-worthy Act; but his not 
pearing hitherto, ſhews it to be like all the 
other patch'd-up ridiculous Stories that. have 


| been, and daily are ſpread, in order to gain 
over Proſelytes to a lame and bad Cauſe, If 


this Gentleman had been there, why did ſhe 
ö not 


hee U 


( 14 ) 


_ implore his Aid for her Deliverance, and 
if he was a Knight Errant, he would have 


fled to ber Refeue, and made her W 


1 arr ede is one c that 0 s 


Friends lay a great Streſs upon, tho in my 


Opinion it is as Weak and Unreaſonable as 


all the reſt; and this it is; ſay they, the gives 


an exact Deſcription of the Room, and holds 
faſt to her firſt Account without the leaſt 


Variation, what Myſtery pray is in all this? I 


grant then the Suppoſition that fhe was in 
that Room, which probably ſhe might, tho 
J believe not at the Time ſhe mentions: It is 
no ways difficult for one who has been once 


in a Place, eſpecially in a Room, to remember 


its Situation and Furniture. If I myſelf was 
to lodge for a Night in a ſtrange Houſe, and 
the Room where I lay contain d a Cheſt of 
Drawers, a Looking Glaſs, half a Dozen 
Chairs, a Grate, Tongs, Poker, and Shovel, 
a Candleſtick, Snuffers and Extinguiſher, what 
difficulty would it be to remember each 
of theſe Articles, and to give a particular 


Account of them, when demanded, if it were 
Seven Tears hence ? tho' I believe the Room 


where 


(865 


where Miſs ſays ſhe was confined; was not ſu 


elegantly fitted out, as that it ſhould puzzle her 
Brains to retain an Inventory. Next ſhe is 
repreſented by her Friends as a ſimple Girl, 
not being Miſtreſs of Cunning ſufficient for 
engaging in ſuch a Project. In anſwer to which: 
J obſerve, that but little Senſe or Reaſon is 
needful towards carrying on evil Deſigns, be- 


cauſe it is for want of a ſufficient Share of * 


Senſe and Reaſon that People are Wicked; 
tho' by the by, I muſt be free to mention a 
little of my Thoughts upon this Head, and 
they are theſe, that I verily believe Canning is 
not the only. Guilty Perſon in this intricate 


| Affair; I wiſh that her Mother may not be 


detected as a Party concerned, when the Truth 
is once known; However, far be it from me 
to judge partially; but if ſhe is Guilty, ſhe 
| ought to be beaten with Double Stripes: 
however, I am fully convinced that Canning has 
played the Impoſtor, and that ſhe for herſelf, 
and as a Repreſentative.of her Collegues, has 
impoſed upon many of the worthy. Inhabitants 
of this City, in an egregious Manner, who 
eſpouſed her Cauſe from Principles of Virtue 


and Honour; but the wiſeſt and beſt concerted” 


Deſigns prove Abortive, and the beſt of Men 


are 


— — * 
wy r PE — gt 
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wicked Bee Going the wicked Part of | 
| Mankind fiogle. out good and valuable Men; 


as proper Buts for them to level their Artillery 
at: But let ſuch remember, that no longer 
mans. the Fox. = his Legs will carry him- 
e ee De 

There! is one ic Objection Fo 1 have to make 
to Miſs Canning's Friends; I mean the too hot 
brain d amongſt them, who in reality have 
done more Hurt to her Cauſe than Benefit; and 


that is, that they ſhould be ſo over officious as 
they have been, in endeavquring to vindicate 


the Cauſe of an Impoſtor at the Expence of a 
Great and Worthy Man's Character. If they 
vad been quiet, and dropt the Cauſe upon the 

ypſey's being Pardoned, I really believe Sit 
Criſp Gaſcoigne would have dropt any farther 
Proceedings, notwithſtanding'what Provbcations' 
he received; but to begin afreſh upon the Gen- 
tleman aſter all his Lenity, has very juſtly pro- 
voked him to rouſe himſelf up in his oπn 
Juſtification, and thereby vindicate his- Praiſe- 
worthy Conduct againſt all his Oppoſers, and 
at length render them obnoxious in the Eyes 
of thoſe who have ſo long approv d their Cauſe. 


Let every impartial, and reaſonable Perſon 


2 behold 


67 


| bold hom aftoniſhing # Manner, CY 
worthy Magiſtrate Sir Criſp "Gaſcoigne, has been 
treated through this Impoſtor's Villany, and 
the mean and ſcandalous Proceedings of her 
Advocates, eſpecially that part of them call'd 
the Mob, what Infults, what Reflectiont, 
what ſcandalous Libels, what bad Treatment. 
in every reſpe& has he not undergone and 
ſuffered? has he not been uſed more like 
 Eriminal, than like a Great and Judiciou$ 
Magiſtrate of the City of London? has he not 
as often attack'd and inſulted by a raſcally 
and brutal Mob, and not only by them, 
but likewiſe by many of thoſe who would 
eſteem it a great Diſgrace to be ranked 
\ amongſt. the common Herd of Mankind: pray 
then why ſhould not ſuch Men be aſham'd 
to act derogatory to thoſe Rules of Senſe, - 
| Reaſon and good Manners, which they would 
| Chooſe in the Sight of the World to be 
diſtinguiſhed by! Has he not been obliged 
for the Safety of his Perſon to be Eſcorted 
Home every other Night by a Poſſy of Con- 
ſtables, from the Court of Juſtice in the Ola. 
Bailey to his own Houſe, more like one going 
to | the Tower 28 à State Priſoner, than to an 
| C able 


(18) 


| able and | Jucicious MOI ot: the "pal Li 


[7508 a: Mob, 1 1 EEE kin to 


them, ſhall preſume . to over- rule and govern 


all Laws, ſacred and moral, what muſt then 


become of the World in general? It muſt ſink 
down to its primitive Chaos: Inſtead of that 
Harmony and good Order into which the Su- 


preme Being reduced it, nothing can or muſt 


ſubſiſt ſave eternal Confuſion, Madneſs, and 
Diſtraction; then an everlaſting Adieu to all 


ſocial Virtues, to Liberty and Property, Go- 
vernors and Magiſtrates; the Sovereign will be 


as unſecure on his Throne, as the Cobler in 


his Stall, or the Shepherd who watcheth his 
Flock on the verdant Fields: Men in Power 
muſt reſign their Dignities, and fly for their 
Preſervation in queſt of Virtue and Juſtice, 
who have fled our Land: Alas! God pre- 
vent ſuch dreadful Effects, as would naturally 


enſue, if a brutal Mob was to have the Upper- 
Hand, if it was but for one Day or Hour: 1 
Heartily. wiſh that ſome Precautions were taken 


to guard againſt ſuch Miſcreants for. the future. 


When a Judge or Magiſtrate of any City or 


Corporation is inſulted” in the Diſcharge of 
N their 


000 
their Function, and endeayouring for the Good 
and Preſervation of Society, to diſcover Truth 


and detect Guilt, ſhall be expoſed to the in- 
human and unjuſtifiable Outrages of the Re- 


fuſe of the Community; where then is that 
Freedom” that ou Anceſtors ſo gloriouſſy de- 
fended, to their immortal F even with 
their Blood amd Fortunes? " 173 4 


Ober wg in the. next Phan TY Pots un- D 


common and unparallel'd Aſſurance Canning's 


bigotted Advocates declare to the Public, that | 
both Judge and Jury who fat upon her Trial, 


and found her Guilty, were bribed: Others 


ſiay they were perjured.;; that Remorſe of Con- 


| ſcience ſeized one of the Jury, and he could 
get no Reſt ever ſince; but, as a Kind of K- 


tonement, gave Money to Canning's Mother; 


that the Judge was an old Apple- woman; 
that Canning was an innocent virtuous Girl; 
that no Harm would come to hen; and that 
they durſt not puniſh. her: With many other 
unguarded and deſpicable Expreſſions not worth 
mentioning, - but only on account to expoſe 
their Conduct. As for my Part, I ſincerely 
declare it, as the real Sentiments of my Soul, 
et Favour or Affection, as being an en- 
12 . tire 


( 20) 


tire Stranger to; all, Parties np 
| Honourable Sir Criſp Gaſcoign ated. the, Part 
of 4 worthy, able,. Judiciqus,. and "impartial 
Magiſtrate, i in that intricate Affair of ng 
and the G. Ys and. that, inſtead of beings 
viled and maler treated, for his honeſt , Zeal 
and indefatigable Endeavours towards clearing 
the Innocent, and detecting the Guilty, his 
Name, and that Action, ought. to be wrote 
in Golden Characters upon a Statue of Marble, 
and to be recorded in the Annals of Time to 
lateſt Poſterity, to his Immortal Honour 3 and 
Himſelf, while in Being, to be had in the 
higheſt Eſteem by every. generous ſpirited and 
worthy Member of this City in particular, 
And of the Kingdom i in general; by reaſon. he 
has ſet ſuch 2 Pattern of Equity, of Humani- 
ty, and Zeal for Juſtice z 3 by ſearching into the 
innermoſt Receſſes of an obſcure; Scene of Vil- 
lainy ; that both the preſent. and. future Ma- 
giſtrates, ſhould revere his Memory, by copy- 
ing his Example. He not anly expended 
round Sum to come at the Truth, but, he; run 
findry other, Riſques, even. to the. Hazard of 
his Life, to. arrive at this ſalutary. Port. 1 
know ſome of his Adverfaries. will ſay- tho 
with 45 much Conkiſtency « and Strength of Ar. 


gu ment 


_ * Reaſbilings, What Bufiſteſs had he to interfere 
therein? That, if "ht hat not concerned him- 


fel in that Affair, he mit 4 have been one of the þ 


Repreſentatives of this City: But, pray whoſe 


Province was it to Nan "Rf that Affair? Was 


it not my Lord Mayor of Londen ? He, within 
whoſe Juriſdiction the Party lived, who pre- 
tended to be aggrieved ? "And as to ſaying that 
he ml ht have been choſe, I fay he would have 
peen 0 oſe, had it not been owing to the Par- 
tiality and Prejudice of ſome of -his Oppoſers 
in this, and the Scurrility of others; who, 
uniting their Force wgetber, evaded her Trial 
till the Election was over ; ; and by their mean 
and falſe Accuſations, they kept up a Spirit of 


Animoſity among the Public. But what have 


they gained by all this? truly, nothing, but 
what "they juſtly deſerve ; Shame and Re- 
proach ; ; while this worthy Magiſtrate has 
reaped” greater Honour and Satisfaction, in 
ichn after and finding out the Truth, than 
if he had been elected as a Repreſentative for 
all the Cities in Great Britain. I muſt be free 


to fay, that all thoſe who reflect upon and 
condemn Sir Criſp Gaſcoign' s Conduct in this | 


Ay; throw a great Inſult upon the Throne, 
f | that 


Zuttent as al e e Thetr® red. ba | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


that Royal Seat which is diſtinguiſhed for Juſtice 
and Clemency, always ſpreading forth its pro- 
tecting Arms to ſupport and deliver Innocency 
and Virtue, from the baſe ee Af e 
and Wien Men“ INJ. UC Niers ain 


Su 


bY Ea fain . "OR n Ab | 
bocates; what were the Motives that mT 
this worthy Magiſtrate / to intercede for the 
poor old Woman f Sure there could be no 
Proſpect of Intereſt in it; ſeeing her Cir- 
cumſtances were ſo low, that ſne was forced 
to travel the Country with à few | trifling 
Things, in order to get daily Bread, which 
was very commendable; and I doubt not but 
ſhe would have been glad upon Occaſion, to 
have had ſuch a Refreſhment as Canning ſays 
ſhe entertained her with for- a whole; Month, 
As to pretending to ſay that there was ſome 
Foreknowledge and Service done him, I be- 
lieve he knew as much either of her or Canning 
as I do, and that is nothing at all; and no- 
thing at all have they to ſay to ſupport their 
weak Fabrick, the A of WAH are whey 
Ke. . 


Was it a bar andes TRY 3 
to inſiſt that a poor old Woman ſhould be hang d 
becauſe 


(23) 
becauſe wulgarly called Gypſey f- No, by no 
means; however theſe fierce Champions would 8 
have had it ſo, if in their Power: but what 
fays the Seripture to ſuch tyrannical Folks, 
Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no furthen; and here 
ſhall thy proud Waves be flayed. God forbid that 
ſuch Inhumanity, or tyrannical Proceedings, 
ſhould ever enter our Land 7 No, While Royal 
_ GEoRGE reigns, Juſtice and Mercy will join 
Hands, and Rightcouſneſs and Peace kiſs each 
other. Was there any Evidence againſt this 
poor Woman's Life but one? And pray ho 
was that? Virtue Hall! A common Ptoftitute! 
Did ſne hold faſt to the Letter of her Evidence? 
No, Remorſe of Conſcience ſeized her, as it does 
all wicked People ſooner or later, and ſhe recanted 
what ſhe had before ſworeto! Should ſuch a Per- 
ſon's Depoſition as this then, upon urhoſe Oath 
a Lady would not hang her favourite Lap- 
Dog, prove ſufficient to hang a Chriſtian? O 
aſtoniſhing! What! though ſhe is called Gypſey 
and Furtune- Teller, and what though ſhe diſ- 
figured: her Skin, if it be true, that is reported; 
Are theſe'Reafons that ſhe ſhould be hanged 
No, not at all. As to the Word Gypſey or 
Egyptian, it implys Wiſdom ; as to Fortune. 
i or 56 mw” * ſhew their 

1. Wisdom 
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Wiſdom in giving themſelves out for ch; 
and they ſhew their Folly and Ignorance who 


conſult and encourage ſuch Nonſenſe, and T'll 
engage that as ſoon as Fools ceaſe to be Fools; 


Gypſeys will be no longer Gypſeys. As to 
painting their Skins, they are in this Senſe 
much upon a Footing with many a gay airy 
Lady, who paint their Sins that they may de- 
ceive Fops and Fools; but no ſooner is this 


their artificial Beauty tarniſhed, than they 
make a worſe Figure than theſe poor deſpiſed 


Wü 


This great Maziftrate, who was upon her 
Trial, diſcovering the Baſenefs of the Evi- 


dence who condemn'd her, reſolved to apply to 


the Throne in behalf of the Innocent, where 


he met with a favofrable Reception. His Ma- 


jeſty, at his Interceſſion, granted her a Re- 
prieve, and appointed two of his able Counſel, 
learned in the Law, to wit, the Attorney and 
Sollicitor General, to examine into the Nature 
of the Cauſe, and give in their Opinions there- 
upon, which they accordingly did; and it was 
thus, that they believ d her to be ! inno- 
cent of the Charge for which ſhe was con- 
demn'd to die. Upon which his Majeſty 
| granted 


( 25 ) 
8 his moſt, gracious Pardon, andthe 


— ,untable Propfs of her Inno- 


enen, and notwithſtanding, of his Majeſty's | 


Fardon, yet Canning 8. Advocates could not for- 


bear letting fly their, blunt Shot (Railery,) and 


now they fall; out with the poor Abborſbury 
Men; who were ſubpœna'd as Evidences, - and 
becauſe they ſwore the Truth (tho with the 
Hazard of being knock'd on the Head) they are 
term da Parcel of perjur'd Raſcals, that they 
are Robbers, Planderers and Murderers, with 
many more harſh Sayings; but if they were 
really ſo, and, could prove them ſuch, why did 
they not object againſt their Evidences? But 
not one Word of all this! very ſtrange. indeed! ! 
Next the Jury, are condemn'd. by this unreaſon- 
able Body of. Men for bringing her in guilty of 
Perjury, but not, Wilful and Corrupt. This 
Verdict 1 pelieye they gave with a View to have 
her Puniſhment mitigated; therefore, in place 
of xailing againſt them, Canning's Friends ought 
to have careſs'd them for this their Verdict; 
3 it was not, a Verdict conſiſtent with 
the Laps of the Land, therefore the J udge told 
| them very judicipuſly, that they muſt bring her 
in er guilty. Mrs not guilty, and order'd them 
D 
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diſcharg d; Jet, notwithſtanding all the 
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to withdraw a ſecond time; however, they 


ſoon return d, and conlienitlouty brought her 7 


in guilty. For my Part, I believe a more ju- 
dicious Verdict was never given in any Court of 
Judicature than what that was. And as to one 
of the Jurymen's Remorſe, of which they 
make mention, that does not ſtrengthen their 

Cauſe in the leaft, tho it 'expoſes the Man's 
Weakneſs ; and T think if he had kept his 

Money and Mind to himſelf, he had acted 
much wiſer. I ſhall cloſe 'this Subject with 


one further Remark upon che Malice, Par- 
tiality and Sordidneſs of ſome of Camng's 


Friends: They have trumpt up another Aceu- 
ſation againſt that Gentleman as intolerable as 


all the reſt; and that is, fay they, he has main 


tained Virtue Hall in an elegant Manner ſor a 
conſiderable Time; 3 but if fo, what can his 


Enemies propoſe to gain by this Piece of Con- 


duct? truly nothing at all. I believe it was 


with no other View, than to endeavour” by all 
rthy Means to arrive at the Truth, 


which has been ſo long hid in Obſeurity in 
this uncommon and ſingular Affair, which its 
ke is not upon Record. Indeed the moſt ma- 
terial Part of this Myſtery is unravelled and 


brought to light, but there is "Rill ſomething 
enn. | 


=... 


remaining unclear d up; but it is to be hoped _ 
that Juſtice and Truth will ſoon find out where 
this Impoſture ſculks and lies concealed; which 
that it may be is the earneſt Wiſh of him who 
is a Lover of Truth. 
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LTAVIN G the other Day beheld E. C. 


5 walking along ſupported by two old 


Crutches, the one called Query and the other 


Anſwer, I pauſed a little, and perceived they were 
fo rotten, that they gave way all of a ſudden, 
and Betty tumbled into a Ditch; and by reaſon of 


l the Deepneſs of the Mud, and other dirty Stuff 
E 


that environ d her, ſhe could not recover her- 
ſelf; ſo I left her with this Reflection, He that 
diggeth a Pit for another, ſhall fall therein him- 
ft. 8 


I ſhall here offer ſome QuERIEs, with their 
ANSWERS, to the ſerious Peruſal of Mrs. Can- 


ning's Friends in particular, and to the Publick 
in general. | 


Query 1. When any Truth lies for ſome time 
concealed, thro' the Cunning and Subtilty of 
contaminated Minds, what are the moſt ortho- 
dox Methods to be taken in ſuch a Caſe, in 
order to diſperſe that Cloud that ſo long eclipſes 
Virtue from appearing in her native Beauty? 


E Anſwer, 
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Anſwer. Not Prejudice, not Partiality, not 
Invective and ſcurrilous Language, not Slander- nn 
ing, not groundleſs and unguarded Expreflions; _ 
all which tend to the Subverſion of Truth and 
| Juſtice ! but the only ſubſtantial Way of pro- 4 
ceeding is to compare Things fairly and coolly, | 
without the leaſt Tincture daf Heat and Ani- 
moſity; both which confound Senſe, Reaſon | 
and Humanity. 


9.2. When in any TranſaRtion which con- 
cerns the Publick, or Individuals, Truth cannot 
at that Juncture be cleared up to a Demonſtra- 
tion, what Means are to be uſed in order ta 
come as nigh this ſalutary Point as the Carne | 
ſtance of Things will admit of? . 


A. By confulting our Reaſons, _ com- 


paring the Difference between Conſiſtencies and 
Inconſiſtencies. 


2. 3. Is there not (comparatively). as re- 
mote a Diſtance between Conſiſtency, which 
has Reaſon for its Pilot, and: Inconſiſtency, 
which has nothing to guide it ſave Prejudice; 
Partiality, and Ignorance, as there is between 
Light and Darkneſs? or betwixt the North 
and South Poles ? 


A. Moſt certainly there is; becauſe theſs 


Evils prevent the Reaſon and Underſtanding 
from acting in that Sphere becoming their Dig- 


nity, and hurries them into an Abyſs of In⸗ 
{ſenſibility 


2, 4. 


= ({ 312) | 
3 Them -©. * Has Elizabeth Canning any one Cir- 
. in all her patch d up Account, from 
1 15 the Begining to the End of her Story to ſupport 
one Article thereof? I ſhould» be glad if her 
. Friends could reſolve me one! 


of her Relation has the leaſt Analogy with 
ann ag or Reaſon ; 


2. 3 If the poor old Wonka was con- 
I _ demn'd- (though innocent) upon the Oaths of 
doo falſe Evidences, to be hang d, what Puniſh- 
| ment do they merit who ſwore away her Life? 
A. By Parity of Reaſon and Juſtice, they de- 
ſerve to undergo that Puniſhment they Miſs 005 
for the Not Guilty Perſon. 


guilty uilty of a hundred Crimes, for each of which 
e deſerved to die, is that a ſubſtantial Reaſon 
that ſhe ſhould be hang'd for a Crime of which 
ſhe was not guilty ? 

A. No, by no means, by reaſon it is better 
chat Ninety- nine Guilty Perſons ſhould be ac- 
quitted, than that the hundredth innocent Per- 
ſon ſhould ſuffer. 


Lf 


Q. 7. Is it an invincible Proof of Betty Can- 
ning's Innocence to aſſert, that, becauſe ſhe has 
bore a good Character till this Affair happened, 
that ſhe ſhould be innocent of this Crime for 
which ſhe is caſt for Tranſportation? or is it a 
= E 2 reaſonable 


A. 5. How can the! when not one Syllable 


2. 6. Suj ppoſing Mrs. Squires to have been 


* 


— NE NE ach 


(32 
reaſonable Way of arguing to inſiſt, that, be- 


cauſe a Perſon has upon a Time walked in 
virtuous Paths, that 1 or ſhe. will never 8⁰ 


aſtray 2 350080 


: 2 
— * ws 


Anſ. 8 ine cri mine n Or r thus, thee 4 


none upon earth that doeth Good excluſive of 


Backſliding; but that all the human and 
lapſed Rowe: of an Apoſtate Repreſentative are 


liable to fall into egregious Errors and Crimes. 


9. 8. Is there not a wide Difference between 
Betty Canning, when ſhe walked virtuouſſy, 


| ſoberly, honeſtly and uprightly ; ; and Betty 
Canning, when ſhe launched into Vice, * 
honeſty and unjuſtifiable Scheme? 


A. Yes, a very wide and oppoſite on. 


Whether the Scurrillity of Betty Can- 


ning 8 3 d Advocates, who give out (not- 


withſtanding her Sentence is pafſed) that the 
is innocent, that no Harm will come to her, 
and that they dare not (meaning the Govern- 
ment) puniſh her, ſhall evade the Execution 


of the — given againſt her by ſome 6p 
the ableſt Judges in the Kingdom? 


5 £ 
1449.8 


A. I eſteem ſuch mean and dilaffected Lan: 


| guage, to merit no other Attention from the 
Government than what it very juſtly deſerves ; 
- to. diſdain their low, little and childiſh: "wg 


preſſions, and to let them {ee that the Britiſi 


Government are not to be frightened into a 


* 


- : R 
v4 [. — 8 . * ” — 0 9 
1 - 1 5 of 1 * » , # 4 


7 


(33) 
Compliance with every ſmutty Tongue, * 


Ne be 2 bein at its Conduct. 


9. 10. Is not applying to the Thoane i in . 


half of Betty Canning to have her Crime miti- 


gated, an unanſwerable Proof of her Guilt? 
and in the next Place, will not pardoning a 
Crime of ſuch a deep Dye, which has cauſed 


ſo much Expence, Heat and Animoſity here 
and elſewhere in the Kingdom, be the Means 


of having ſuch another Don Quixote, prepoſ- 


terous and uncommon Piece of Villainy to be 
trumped up by others of the like Stamp; 
Ai. Certainly it will, by reaſon when heinous 

Crimes are pardon'd and defended by thoſe who 


ſhould prove the chief Inſtruments of puniſhing 
them, it encourages the Increaſe of Wicked- 
neſs. | | Art 8 | 


2. 11. Does not applying to the crown'd. 
Head in Behalf of one of the greateſt Impoſtors 
that is upon Record in the Enghſh Annals, 
imply a Belief in the Subject that the Sovereign 
will be eaſily prevailed on to pardon Crimes of 
the deepeſt Dye and aggravating Circum- 
ſtances, which is diametrically oppoſite to his 
royal Dignity ? 

A. To be ſure it does, and Wer ſuch 
Indulgencies are granted, it very much weakens | 


the Duty and Eſteem of the Subject to the 8so- 


vereign, and likewiſe expoſes him to man 
Evils. However, it is univerſally known, to 
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